QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
What was Moses’ first request regarding the replacing of himself?
2.
How much was God involved in selecting a replacement for Moses?
3.
How much was man involved in selecting a replacement for Moses?
4.
Is seeking a replacement for an aging leader the responsibility of the aging leader?
5.
What leadership qualities did Joshua have?  Are these qualities sought today?
6.
How did Moses implement the transition of the new leadership?
7.
How much did Moses encourage Joshua?
SUMMARY:
Moses made a request of God to select a leader of the people after he was gone.  He knew his time was short and he would soon be taken out of this world.  He knew the needs of the people for God-inspired leadership.
God supplied this need in the man Joshua who had often before proved his faithfulness and his courage.  God knew his heart and knew he would be a God-fearing leader.  God then encouraged Joshua to stand firm for Him and not to fear man, but rather to trust in His promises to be with him always.  May our spiritual leaders find courage in this, too, even yet today.
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LESSON TEXT:  Numbers 27:15-23; Deuteronomy 31:6-8
LESSON SETTING:
Shortly after the first census and just before the Israelites went into the Promised Land.
TIME:  About 1450 B.C.
I.
MOSES’ REQUEST.  Numbers 27:15-17

A.
Let the Lord Appoint a Leader (vs. 16) Judges 6:11-14;

1 Samuel 3:4; 10:21-24; 1 Corinthians 12:28
II.
GOD’S CHOICE.  Numbers 27:18-23

A.
A Chosen Vessel (vs. 18) Judges 16:11-13; John 15:16; Acts 9:15

B.
A Spirit-Filled Man (vs. 18) Ezekiel 36:27; John 14:17; 


Romans 8:9

C.
Ordained to the Work (vs. 23) Numbers 8:10; Acts 6:6;

1 Timothy 4:14; 5:22
III.
GOD’S ENCOURAGEMENT.  Deuteronomy 31:6-8
A. Be Strong (vs. 6) Isaiah 35:4; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 

Ephesians 6:10

B.
Be Courageous (vs. 6) 2 Chronicles 32:7; Philippians 1:28

C.
God Never Fails (vs. 8) Joshua1:5; John 14:18; Hebrews 13:5

D.
The Lord will Lead (vs. 8) Psalm 27:11; 77:20; 139:9-10;

Mark 10:32
GOLDEN TEXT:  AND THE LORD, HE IT IS THAT DOTH GO BEFORE THEE; HE WILL BE WITH THEE, HE WILL NOT FAIL THEE, NEITHER FORSAKE THEE: FEAR NOT, NEITHER BE DISMAYED.
Deuteronomy 31:8

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Deuteronomy 33:1-29; 34:1-8
SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:

Jude 9; Matthew 17:1-4;


Revelation 15:1-3
QUARTERLY THEME:  Journeys of Israel
TOPIC:  THE CLOSING DAYS OF A GREAT LEADER
INTRODUCTION:
At the end of the journeys of the Children of Israel, Moses blessed the people, tribe by tribe.  It is interesting to note the love and tender mercy with which he looked upon them, especially being  so well aware of their past sins and offenses against God.
This was a new generation, one that was not guilty of the original murmuring which caused the people’s long sojourn in the wilderness.  Moses reminded them of God’s love for His people and His concern for their welfare when He sent His law from Mt. Sinai.
At the end of this sojourn in the wilderness and before there could be a crossing into the promised land, Moses had to be taken out of this life to be with God eternally.  In a rash moment of disobedience (Numbers 20:7-12), Moses was not permitted to enter this land.
Truly, this is a lesson for us that we too must obey God implicitly if we are to receive His fullest blessings.
CENTRAL TRUTH:  God promises His support to those who in faith accept His call to dedicated service.

GOLDEN TEXT:  FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN.
Philippians 1:21
The Apostle Paul has laid before us the importance of living in Christ.  As believers in Him our lives are to radiate His indwelling Spirit.  Our lives must be testimonies for the kind of life Jesus lived.  Men must be able to see Him in us.  How sorry is our state of being if we profess to be Christians but do not live this Christ-like life.  Paul wrote in the verse preceding our golden text that “. . . Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.”  Think on these words.  Do our lives magnify Him or are we so inclined to walk in worldly associations, attainments, businesses and pleasure that men cannot see the separate walk of our lives?  Let us not be afraid to be different.
Then we, too, if we live for Him can say “to die is gain.”  Then we will know the blessings of having lived this life for Him and the reward of eternal life with Jesus.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF June 23 – 29 
M.
*The Closing Days of a Great Leader.  Deuteronomy 33:1-29; 34:1-8
T.
Jacob’s Closing Days.  Genesis 49:28-33
W.
Joseph’s Closing Days.  1 Kings 2:1-10
T.
David’s Closing Days.  1 Kings 2:1-10
F.
Christ’s Closing Hours.  John 19:28-42
S.
Paul’s Closing Days.  2 Timothy 4:5-18
S.
The Saint’s Unending Day.  Revelation 22:1-14

