QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
What does God’s statements and attitude tell us about His perspective of sin?
2.
Does God actually change His actions because someone prays?  
If so, what examples can you give?
3.
How does Christ intercede for us today?  (Romans 8:34)
4.
In what way does the Holy Spirit intercede for us?  (Romans 8:26-27)
5.
For whom ought we intercede in prayer?  Explain.
SUMMARY:
The intercession of Moses spared the lives of an estimated three million people.  Because of the intercession of Abraham, God offered to spare Sodom if He found but ten righteous souls.  Jehoshaphat’s intercession for Israel brought deliverance.  James writes, “pray one for another ... The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  (James 5:16)  God does answer prayer.
Jesus taught us to follow His example, and to “pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”  (Matthew 5:44)  The Bible exhorts us that “. . . supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.”  (1 Timothy 2:1)  Paul asks intercession for himself and his ministry, “. . . brethren pray for us that the Word of the Lord may have free course . . .”  (2 Thessalonians 3:1)  Brethren - pray!  God hears!
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FORGIVENESS THROUGH INTERCESSION
LESSON TEXT:  Exodus 32:1-14; 30-35
LESSON SETTING:  The Israelites have been waiting for Moses’ return from Mt. Sinai.
TIME:  14th Century B.C.
I.
THE PEOPLE’S SIN.  Exodus 32:1-6

A.
People Request Idols (vs. 1)

B.
Aaron Makes a Golden Calf (vs. 2-4)

C.
Aaron Proclaims “a Feast to the Lord” (vs. 5)

D.
People Indulge in Great Sinfulness (vs. 6)
II.
GOD’S CONDEMNATION.  Exodus 32:7-10

A.
Moses Told of the Sinning (vs. 7-9) Genesis 6:5; Romans 3:10-12

B.
God’s Plans to Destroy the People (vs. 10a) Genesis 6:7;

Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 4; 2 Peter 3:7; Revelation 21:8

C.
God’s Offer to Moses (vs. 10b) Numbers 14:12
III.
MOSES’ INTERCESSION.  Exodus 32:11-14; 30-35

A.
Pleading the Glory of God (vs. 11-12) Numbers 14:13-16;

Deuteronomy 9:28-29

B.
Pleading God’s Promises (vs. 13) 1 Corinthians 10:13;

1 John 2:24-25

C.
Confession of Sin (vs. 31-32) Proverbs 28:13; Daniel 9:20;

James 5:16; 1 John 1:9

D.
Intercession for Forgiveness (vs. 33) Isaiah 53:12; Luke 23:34;

Hebrews 7:25

E.
God’s Answer (vs. 33-35) Numbers 14:20-23; Psalm 106:19-23
GOLDEN TEXT:  WHEREFORE HE IS ABLE ALSO TO SAVE THEM TO THE UTTERMOST THAT COME UNTO GOD BY HIM, SEEING HE EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM.


Hebrews 7:25

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Exodus 40:1-15, 34-38
SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:
Exodus 26:1-40:33;

Numbers 9:15-23; 

Hebrews 9:23-28
QUARTERLY THEME:  Journeys of Israel
TOPIC:  THE PATTERN OF BLESSING
INTRODUCTION:
A study of the principles which God used in governing His chosen people, as recorded in the Old Testament, should give us a greater understanding of the nature of God.  One such principle is recorded in our lesson text.  God gave instructions to the Israelites and when He saw their obedience, they received the blessings of His presence.
The Children of Israel were to bring together the materials necessary for the building of the Tabernacle and they were to do it willingly.  They were now so anxious to please God that they not only brought the materials needed, but had to be requested to stop.
Now provision had to be made to dedicate the Tabernacle and to provide for a continuing worship.  This was done by establishing a continuing priesthood which would look to the things of the Lord.
God could now bless His people and this He did until such time as they again alienated themselves from Him by their acts of sin.  So it is today.  God wants to bless man and will do so if man will only fulfill the conditions which make it possible.
CENTRAL TRUTH:  Others may find forgiveness because of intercession.

GOLDEN TEXT:  LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS.
Philippians 2:5
After creating the world, God saw that this world was good and then He created man.  His desire was to show forth love and to experience fellowship with man.  Man, however, chose not to obey and was cursed with spiritual death.  God was, and is still, desirous of bringing man into a right relationship with Him that He might still enjoy the fellowship.
For this reason, He provided the wonderful plan of salvation which required that His Son come to earth and after living a sinless life, give His life that man might return to God.
The fact still remains that except two shall be agreed, they cannot walk together.  If we are to walk with God there must be a drastic change in our lives and our very minds.  If we are to have the same mind as God, it must be that mind of Christ, and we are told to have that very mind.  In other words, we are to love the things He loves, want the things He wants, hate the things He hates, and continue the work He started.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 26 – June 1 
M.
The Pattern of God’s Presence.  Exodus 33:12-23
T.
The Pattern of Covenant Promises.  Exodus 34:1-17
W.
The Pattern of Spiritual Radiance.  Exodus 34:27-35
T.
The Pattern of Sacrificial Giving.  Exodus 35:20-29
F.
The Pattern of Work Well Done.  Exodus 39:32-43
S.
*The Pattern of Blessing.  Exodus 40:1-15, 34-38
S.
The Pattern of Guidance.  Numbers 9:15-23 

