QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
What is our duty toward God?  Toward man?
2.
Is it easy to keep the commandments of God?
3.
What are some forms of idolatry?
4.
Why does God oppose any images as objects of worship?
5.
How devastating is covetousness?
6.
How do the times and environments affect man’s ability to keep the commandments?
7.
How are the ten commandments different than the New Testament commandments?  How are they similar? (Mark 12:30-31)
SUMMARY:
The first four commandments deal with our obligations toward God. They call for true worship and reverence of Him alone;  loving Him with all our hearts.  There is no greater obligation in life than this.
The last six commandments deal with our obligations toward others.  Kindness, honesty, truthfulness, respect, and love are all implied.  “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  The Apostle Paul says love is the fulfilling of the law.  (Romans 13:10)
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INSTRUCTION THROUGH THE LAW
LESSON TEXT:  Exodus 20:1-17
LESSON SETTING:
After difficult travel through much wilderness, the Israelites were encamped in the desert before Mt. Sinai.
TIME:  14th Century B.C.
I.
OUR DUTY TOWARD GOD.  Exodus 20:1-11

A.
Worship God Only (vs. l-3) Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Matthew 6:24;

Titus 1:16

B.
Make No Images (vs. 4-6) John 4:23-24; Exodus 20:4-5;

1 Timothy 2:5

C.
Do Not Profane God’s Name. (vs. 7) Matthew 6:9; James 5:12;

1 Peter 2:9;

D.
Keep the Sabbath Day Holy. (vs. 8-11) Genesis 2:3;

Nehemiah 10:31;

Isaiah 58:13; Matthew 12:12-13; Acts 20:7
II.
OUR DUTY TOWARD MAN.  Exodus 20:12-17
A.  Honor Your Parents (vs. 12) Matthew 15:4; 19:19; 

Ephesians 6:1-4

B.
Do Not Murder (vs. 13) Matthew 5:38-39, 43-48; 1 John 3:15

C.
Do Not Commit Adultery (vs. 14) Matthew 5, 27-28;

Mark 10:11-12; 1 Corinthians 6:8-20

D.
Do Not Steal (vs. 15) Ephesians 4:28; Mark 7:21-23

E.
Do Not Lie (vs. 16) Proverbs 19:5; 1 Corinthians 5:11;

Colossians 3:8-9; Revelation 21:8

F.
Do Not Covet (vs. 17) 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 6:6-10;

Hebrews 13:5
GOLDEN TEXT:  THE LAW OF THE LORD IS PERFECT, CONVERTING THE SOUL; THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD IS SURE, MAKING WISE THE SIMPLE.
Psalm 19:7

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Exodus 32:1-14; 30-35
SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:

Deuteronomy 9:8-21;


Hebrews 3:1-6; 4:14-16;


1 Peter 2:5, 9;


Revelation 1:5-6; 20:6
QUARTERLY THEME:  Journeys of Israel
TOPIC:  FORGIVENESS THROUGH INTERCESSION
INTRODUCTION:
The intercessory prayer of Moses spared the lives of probably about three million persons.
God had just commanded, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image . . . Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor serve them . . .” (Exodus 20:3-5)  With one voice, the people had said, “All the words which the Lord hath said will we do.”
(Exodus 19:8; 24:3, 7)  But now while Moses was in the mount to receive the  two stone tables (containing the ten commandments written by the hand of God) the people sinned grievously, breaking these very commandments.  Israel rightly deserved the full judgment and wrath of God.  He proposed to destroy them completely, and to make a nation of Moses and his descendants.  But Moses was chosen of God to speak to the people for Him - and to speak to Him for the people.  He, like Paul was willing to have his own name blotted out of the book of life if this would spare his people.  (Exodus 32:32; Romans 9:3)
God heard the plea of Moses.  Although Israel suffered for this transgression, the nation was spared.  They did not receive the full judgment they so greatly deserved.  God does hear prayer.  He delights in mercy.  He delights to forgive.  And He delights to answer intercessory prayer.  “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it:  but I found none.” (Ezekiel 22:30)  “And He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor . . .” (Isaiah 59:16)  Brethren Pray!!
CENTRAL TRUTH:  The law condemns our sins, leading us to Christ, whose law of love guides us.

GOLDEN TEXT:  WHEREFORE HE IS ABLE ALSO TO SAVE THEM TO THE UTTERMOST THAT COME UNTO GOD BY HIM, SEEING HE EVER LIVETH TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM.


Hebrews 7:25
Greatest of all intercessors is Jesus Christ Himself. Being man, He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”  (Hebrews 4:15)  Being God, He is one with the Father, and is today at the Father’s right hand, making intercession for us.  (Romans 8:34)  Being our Redeemer, “His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.”  (1 Peter 2:24)  “And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”  (Isaiah 53:6)
As the Good Samaritan, He pays our debts in full.  (Luke 10:35)  As One who has already paid, He can speak to the Father, as Paul wrote to Philemon “If he oweth thee ought, put that on mine account.”  (Philemon 18)
Even on the cross, He “made intercession for the transgressors.” (Isaiah 53:12)  “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  (Luke 23:34)
Hallelujah, what a Savior!  “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  (1 John 2:1)  “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  (Hebrews 4:16)
DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF May 19 – 25 
M.
*Forgiveness Through Intercession.  Exodus 32:1-14; 30-35
T.
The Holy Spirit’s Intercession for Us.  Romans 8:18-28
W.
Christ’s Intercession for Us.  Hebrews 7:17-28
T.
Persistence in Intercession.  Luke 11:5-13
F.
The Spirit Given Through Intercession.  John 14:16-27
S.
Moses’ Intercession for Miriam.  Numbers 12:1-13
S.
Intercession for Israel.  2 Chronicles 20:13-27

