QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1.
Why did the Children of Israel murmur against God?  In what ways do people today murmur against God?
2.
How can the message of assurance given to the Israelites be a message to us also?
3.
How did God demonstrate His power to the Children of Israel?  
How can we recognize His guidance today?
4.
How important is obedience in seeking God’s guidance?
5.
How do we often forget that the Lord will fight our battles for us, if we would only allow Him?
SUMMARY:
God knew as the Children of Israel left Egypt that they would find themselves on the banks of the Red Sea, pursued by the soldiers of Pharaoh with no apparent way of escape.  He planned this occasion that they might learn the nature of the heart of God.  He wanted to teach them that through the weakness of man can the strength of God be manifested.  He wants them to cry out and ask that He might answer their prayers in a mighty way.  God did find in the person of Moses one who trusted in Him, knowing that the God of Abraham would fulfill that which He had promised.  God answered the prayers of Moses in a miraculous way.
Today also, God would answer many more prayers, if they were but uttered in faith.  The Word says that we receive not, because we ask not.  God wants to open the doors of heaven and pour out blessings on those who are obedient and call upon His name.
NOTES:

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Bible Lesson #3
April 20, 2008
Second Quarter
GUIDANCE THROUGH OBEDIENCE
LESSON TEXT:  Exodus 14:10-22
LESSON SETTING:
The Land of Goshen in Egypt following the tenth 
plague.
TIME:  About 1491 B.C.
I.
DIVINE GUIDANCE DESPISED.  Exodus 14:10-12

A.
Fear (vs. 10) Judges 7:3; 1 Samuel 17:24; Proverbs 29:25;


Isaiah 51:12
B. Murmuring (vs. 11) Proverbs 19:3; John 6:43; 

1 Corinthians 10:10
II.
DIVINE GUIDANCE DEFENDED.  Exodus 14:13-18

A.
Fear Not (vs. 13) 2 Kings 6:15-16; Isaiah 41:10; 


Matthew 10:30-3l

B.
Wait on the Lord (vs. 13) Psalm 27:14; Isaiah 40:31; Hosea 12:6

C.
Deliverance is of God (vs. 14) Psalm 9l:3; 1 Corinthians 10:13;


2 Timothy 4:18; 2 Peter 2:9
III.
DIVINE GUIDANCE DEMONSTRATED.  Exodus 14:19-22

A.
God’s Protection (vs. 19) Psalm 34:7; 9l:4; Zechariah 2:5;


Mark 4:37-40; Hebrews 13:5-6

B.
God’s Power (vs. 2l) Job 26:12; Psalm 62:11; Psalm 65:6

C.
A Way Provided (vs. 22) Proverbs 15:19; Isaiah 30:2l; 42:16;


Acts 16:25-26
GOLDEN TEXT: . . . FEAR YE NOT; STAND STILL, AND SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORD . . .
Exodus 14:13

NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Exodus 15:1-21; Ephesians 5:19-20 SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:  Psalm 136:1-26; Micah 6:4;

Philippians 4:4-7
QUARTERLY THEME:  Journeys of Israel
TOPIC:  THANKSGIVING FOR VICTORY
INTRODUCTION:
The Children of Israel had just experienced the power of the Lord in a wonderful way. Pharaoh had dared to use the path  which the Lord prepared for the Israelites for his selfish purposes. The Lord removed the wheels from the chariots of Pharaoh’s soldiers and the land which was dry to the feet of God’s chosen ones was again covered with water. Now was the time of thanksgiving and we are told that Moses and the Children of Israel gave thanks to the Lord.
At this time they were certainly strong in the Lord. As they saw what He had done, there was no doubt in their minds that the Lord could do what He promised. Had these words remained in their hearts, they would have certainly moved into the land of Canaan, only forty days away, and seen the inhabitants melt away, as they were told.
However, they became dissatisfied with the food and with the conditions they encountered. Discouragement took over and Satan won a victory which kept God’s children in the wilderness one year for each of these forty days.
Paul, in writing to the Philippians, told them to keep their minds upon the things of God that served to edify them and to put away the rest. In this way, He said, “. . . the God of peace shall be with you.”(Philippians 4:9) We can profit from these words if we consider often what the Lord has done and force from our minds those things which would allow us to become carnal.
CENTRAL TRUTH:  Following God’s leadership gives true purpose and joy to life.
GOLDEN TEXT:  THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH AND SONG, AND HE IS BECOME MY SALVATION . . .
Exodus 15:2a
In the verse just prior to this one, Moses said, “. . . I will sing unto the Lord” (Exodus 15:1)  After seeing what the Lord did in answer to prayer, he followed a practice long used by the people of God - that of reducing those thoughts which they wanted to remember to a verse to be sung or chanted.  This served at least two purposes.  In addition to praising God in recognition of what He has done, it served to keep in remembrance these things, not only to the singer but to those roundabout who listen to the verse.  Just as a favorite song often fills our hearts and remains with us all day long in the background of all that we do, these songs remained in the hearts of the early Jews.
This is what Moses meant when he said the Lord is not only my strength but also my song.  In the background of all that he did was the song of what the Lord meant to him.  This song should certainly be in the hearts of His chosen ones today.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF April 20 – 26
M.
*Thanksgiving for Victory.  Exodus 15:1-21; Ephesians 5:19-20
T.
Thanksgiving after Victory.  Judges 5:1-13
W.
Thanksgiving in Worship.  2 Chronicles 5:1-14
T.
Thanksgiving in Prayer.  2 Chronicles 6:1-17
F.
Thanksgiving in Sacrifice.  2 Chronicles 7:1-14
S.
Thanksgiving in Christ.  Luke 17:3-19
S.
Thanksgiving in Heaven.  Revelation 5:1-14

