QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	How was God’s love dishonored?





2.	How does God offer His blessings?





3.	What are the blessings God offers?





4.	What has God promised for the obedient?








SUMMARY:





Israel had again drifted far from God, by their ingratitude, profaneness, treachery, and marriages to strange women.  They had turned from true worship of God by their rebellion and sacrilege.  They were robbing God by withholding their tithes and offerings.  Yet, God was willing to extend His blessing upon them in every way if they would but turn to Him in faith and obedience.
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BLESSINGS THROUGH OBEDIENCE








LESSON TEXT:  Malachi 3:7-18





LESSON SETTING:  God tells Malachi His concern for Israel.





TIME:  Approximately  397 B. C.








	I.	GOD’S LOVE DISHONORED.  Malachi 3:7-9


	A.	Disobedience (vs. 7) Ephesians 5:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:8


	B.	Offerings Withheld (vs. 8) Acts 5:1-2


	C.	Divine Curse (vs. 9) Galatians 3:10





	II.	GOD’S BLESSINGS OFFERED.  Malachi 3:10-12


	A.	Blessings Promised (vs. 10) Proverbs 3:9-10


	B.	Godliness Is Profitable (vs. 11) 1 Timothy 4:8


	C.	Fruitful Land (vs. 12) Deuteronomy 11:13-15





III.	GOD REMEMBERS THE OBEDIENT.  Malachi 3:13-18


	A.	Godly Fear (vs. 16) Luke 1:50


	B.	Spiritual Talk (vs. 16) Luke 24:32


	C.	Book of Life (vs. 16) Revelation 21:27


	D.	Chosen Ones (vs. 17) James 2:5


	E.	Mercy Promised (vs. 17) Psalm 103:17, 18


	F.	Saints vs. Sinners (vs. 18) Romans 2:9-11














GOLDEN TEXT:  IF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME SHALL HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS; THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND.	2 Chronicles 7:14


�
NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Revelation 1:1-20


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:	Ezekiel 1:26-28; Daniel 7:9-28








QUARTERLY THEME:  Christ, the Triumphant Lord





TOPIC:  THE REVELATION OF CHRIST





INTRODUCTION:





The Revelation of Jesus Christ of things which must shortly come to pass!  Yet nearly 2,000 years have gone by and much of these things must still be fulfilled.  Therefore, men stumble at these promises not realizing that God’s measurement of time is far different than ours.  The promises of God are not for those who question but for those who obediently believe.  The promises are for those who read, and hear the words of prophecy and keep those things that are written.  May we be counted among these.





He assures us that He will come again and we are told how He will come, “with clouds,” and who shall see him, “every eye shall see Him” including the eyes of those who “pierced Him.”





We are assured that He is eternal, from beginning to the end, the Alpha and Omega and that the sight of Him is a joyous vision.  What a joy that will be, what a glorious day when we shall behold Him!





We can experience a relationship with Jesus now even on this earth if we live in an intimate communion with Him.  May no one wait for Jesus’ return to have this relationship with Him.  To deny ourselves of this today may be denying ourselves of His blessed fellowship in all eternity.





CENTRAL TRUTH:	Obedience always brings God’s blessings; disobedience invites His judgments.


�GOLDEN TEXT:  I AM HE THAT LIVETH, AND WAS DEAD; AND, BEHOLD, I AM ALIVE FOR EVERMORE, AMEN; AND HAVE THE KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.	Revelation 1:18





Jesus didn’t have to tell John that He had lived and died and then was resurrected to be at the right hand of the Father.  John had witnessed all of this.  However, it must have been of great encouragement to him in his banishment on the Isle of Patmos to hear the voice of Jesus and especially to be reminded of his great and high heavenly calling.





These words are a special blessing to us who also go through trials and tests and many ask ourselves if it is worth it all.  Then we reach such glorious words and we are filled with shame because we even doubted the path He had laid before us.





We tremble at the tests Satan would lay before us, but we are encouraged that the Lord Jesus Christ will triumph over all things.  He has the keys of hell and of death.  He will be the final and righteous judge.  He will be King over the entire universe.  He is my King.  Is He also yours?






































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF October 2 - 8





M.	Jehovah Revealed to Abraham.  Genesis 12:1-6


T	.	The Lord Revealed to Isaiah.  Isaiah 6:1-8


W.	Revelation to Simeon and Anna.  Luke 2:25-38


T	.	Christ Revealed to Saul.  Acts 9:1-9


F	.	Revelation by the Holy Spirit.  1 Corinthians 2:9-16


S	.	*Revelation Yet to Come.  Revelation 1:1-8


S	.	*Christ’s Glory Revealed.  Revelation 1:9-20


