QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	How is the church a body?





2.	How is the church a building?





3.	How is the church a brotherhood?





4.	How can we as a church be victorious?








SUMMARY:





What a glorious joy, after hearing the gospel of our salvation, believing and being sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.  Becoming then a member of the body of Jesus Christ—a part of the building—fitly joined together, with a spiritual foundation and with Christ, the chief cornerstone.  Being partakers together with Christ, feeding on the spiritual riches in Him, becoming His sons and daughters, and being lifted up in the love of God into the brotherhood of the church of Jesus Christ.
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A VICTORIOUS CHURCH








LESSON TEXT:  Ephesians 1:1-23; 2:1-22; 3:1-21





LESSON SETTING:	Written in Rome -directed to the churches of	Ephesus to encourage unity and repentance.





TIME:  Approximately 60 A.D.








	I.	THE CHURCH - A BODY.  Ephesians 1:1-23


	A.	Chosen Ones. (vs. 4) James 2:5; 1 Peter 2:10


	B.	Children of God. (vs. 5) Luke 20:36; Romans 8:16


	C.	Body of Christ.  Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27





	II.	THE CHURCH - A BUILDING.  Ephesians 2:1-22


	A.	Spiritual Adoption.  2 Corinthians 6:18 Galatians 4:5-6


	B.	Spiritual Foundation.  1 Corinthians 3:11; 2 Timothy 2:19


	C.	Cornerstone.  Matthew 21:42; 1 Peter 2:6


	D.	Church.  Matthew 16:16-18; 1 Peter 2:5





III.	THE CHURCH - A BROTHERHOOD.  Ephesians 3:1-21


	A.	Spiritual Riches.  Hebrews 11:26; James 2:5


	B.	Spiritual Relationships.  Matthew 12:50; Romans 8:17; 


		Hebrews 2:11


	C.	Spiritual Love.  1 John 4:16




















GOLDEN TEXT:  BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST.	


	Ephesians 1:3


�
NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  Ephesians 4:1 through 6:24


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:  Exodus 40:1-38





QUARTERLY THEME:  Life and Writings of Paul





TOPIC:  A MATURING CHURCH





INTRODUCTION:





The Church is sometimes referred to as the Body of Christ.  He is the head and we as individuals are a part of that body.  We each have our special work to do, our God-given talents, even as each part of our human bodies has its particular duty to perform.  Many of our talents are apparent to others, some seem to be hidden and only seen of God, but in either situation all glory must be given to God for the talent.  We could not have it of our own doing.





Since our work differs from others just as the separate works of a human body differ, we all have some in common.  Love is one that each person must be endowed with.  A forgiving spirit, a striving for unity, controlling of our tongue, etc., are others that work to edify the body of Christ.  We must grow in the Spirit in all wisdom and understanding, and strive for the welfare of the church of Christ.





When the church has reached full maturity, Christ will come for it.








CENTRAL TRUTH:  God has provided everything necessary for believers to grow into the image of Christ.


�GOLDEN TEXT:  GROW IN GRACE, AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.	2 Peter 3:18





Since we must all become as children to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, to become a part of the Church of Christ, it follows that Christians should grow and not remain as “babes in Christ”.  Only then can the Church become strong and mature.  This growth must take place in an orderly fashion, just as a child does not become a man overnight.  As we don’t all become reborn at the same time, every congregation will at all times have members in different stages of maturity.  But if all work together the longed for growth can be experienced by all.





Peter also gives instructions explaining how this “growing in grace” can develop “and beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  For if these things be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  2 Peter 1:5-8









































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF January 16–22





M.	*Maturing in Attitude.  Ephesians 4:1-16


T	.	*Maturing in Spirituality.  Ephesians 4:17-32


W.	*Maturing in Righteousness.  Ephesians 5:1-10


T	.	*Maturing in Works.  Ephesians 5:11-21


F	.	*Maturing in Love.  Ephesians 5:22-33


S	.	*Maturing in Service.  Ephesians 6:1-9


S	.	*Maturing in Valor.  Ephesians 6:10-24


