QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	Why didn’t Jesus go immediately to Bethany when He knew Lazarus was sick?





2.	What did Christ do when He found Lazarus dead in  the grave?





3.	Can there be obstacles to overcome on our way to victory?  Explain.





4.	What does Christ’s conquering of death mean for mankind today?








SUMMARY:





As Christ arrived in Bethany, He found Lazarus dead and already buried in the grave.  Martha and Mary were grief stricken, but Jesus definitely planned to use the occasion to teach a great lesson and to show His eternal power over death itself.  He showed His love and sympathy as He wept.  The stone was removed from the cave and when Jesus prayed and cried out, Lazarus came forth from the grave.  What a wonderful Savior that gives life and conquers death for us, that we might have life and have it more abundantly!
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THE GIVER OF LIFE





_____________________________________________________________


LESSON TEXT:  John 11:1-46





LESSON SETTING:  Beyond Jordan and in Bethany.





TIME:  Approximately 33 A.D.


_____________________________________________________________





I.	GREAT NEED.  John 11:1-19


	A.	Death - Romans 5:12; Hebrews 9:27


	B.	Grave - Hosea 13:14; 1 Corinthians 15:55





II.	GREAT PROBLEMS.  John 11:20-37


	A.	Grief - Job 1:20; Acts 9:39


	B.	Mourning and Weeping - Genesis 50:1-3





III.	GREAT VICTORY.  John 11:38-46


	A.	Obstacles Removed - Matthew 21:21


	B.	Prayer - Matthew 7:7; James 5:13-14


	C.	Christ’s Power - Romans 1:4


	D.	Conqueror of Death - John 5:28-29; Revelation 1:18
































GOLDEN TEXT:  I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE; HE THAT BELIEVETH IN ME, THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE.	John 11:25


�
NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  John 20:1-18


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:  Psalm 16:1-11





QUARTERLY THEME:  Christ, The Son of God





TOPIC:  THE RESURRECTED CHRIST





INTRODUCTION:





During the several years of Christ’s teaching on this earth, He constantly pointed to the resurrection. He performed the many miracles and taught that He was the water of life, the bread of life, the great provider for mankind, teaching the necessity of the new birth for everyone and promising a new life for each person that would have faith to do so and follow Him.





As the Forgiving Savior, He is also the giver of life to everyone that will believe in Him. Truly, the culmination of His life and teachings on this earth was accomplished when He arose from the grave.  Many that met Him, believed and followed Him.  Have you met the risen Christ?





CENTRAL TRUTH:  Meeting the risen Lord transforms lives.


�GOLDEN TEXT:  I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH, AND THAT HE SHALL STAND AT THE LATTER DAY UPON THE EARTH.	


	Job 19:25





Satan had been permitted to test Job, with every misfortune that can befall man.  After taking away all his possessions, he had now stricken Job’s body with all manner of sores and boils.  Satan’s objective was to force Job to curse God.  Job did curse the day of his birth; but of God he said, “Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10)  In his misery Job had no hope of restored health and goods, but looked beyond the grave to the resurrection.





Fifteen hundred years before Christ, he saw the Redeemer and understood His mission.  It is strange that Jesus’ own disciples could not understand or believe His purpose at the time it was accomplished.  Job could look ahead, and we can look back, and see why Christ had to die and rise again to perfect the plan of salvation.





	They did not understand the way


	The Father led His Son;


	How through His suffering and death


	All life for us He won.		Z.H. 289:4





Today, when God is perhaps ready to turn another page of history, do we realize that at any time Christ may return for all who are ready for Him?





	The redemption long awaited In its fullness now appears;


	All His children, His elected, Reunite to endless years!


	Hallelujah, Hallelujah!  For the Kingdom now has come!  


						Z.H. 284:4





DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF March 21 - 27





M.	*The Empty Tomb.  John 20:1-10


T.	*A Weeping Follower.  John 20:11-18


W.	Fearful Disciples.  John 20:19-31


T.	Revelation on the Seashore.  John 21:1-11


F.	Breakfast on the Beach.  John 21:12-19


S.	Restoration on Peter.  John 21:22-25


S.	Proof of the Resurrection.  Acts 1:1-11





