QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	What are Christian  parents’ specific responsibilities?


	(2 Corinthians 12:14; Ephesians 6:4; 1 Timothy 5:8)





2.	Compare and contrast the dedication at birth in Old Testament times with the self-dedication that should accompany today’s new birth in Jesus. (Romans 12:1-2)





3.	Why are Simeon’s and Anna’s experiences important to the birth of Jesus?





4.	To what extent are parents responsible for their children’s spiritual well being?








SUMMARY:





In the Old Testament all of the first-born were to be set apart for the Lord.  In keeping with this command, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple to be presented to the Lord.  The New Testament, on the other hand, stresses the nurturing or bringing up of the children in the fear of the Lord.  (Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21)  While this may not make certain that the children will turn to God, it will afford them the opportunity of knowing the will of God.  Likewise, salvation’s new birth should begin a life of total dedication and service to our Master.
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THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE





_____________________________________________________________


LESSON TEXT:  Luke 2:21-38





LESSON SETTING:  The Temple in Jerusalem





TIME:  Approximately six weeks after Jesus was born.


_____________________________________________________________





I.	PRESENTATION BY THE PARENTS.  Luke 2:22-27


	A.	All Firstborn Were to be Sanctified.  Exodus 13:2


	B.	Firstborn Were Hallowed - When the Firstborn in Egypt


	Were Smitten.  Numbers 3:13





II.	THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON.  Luke 2:28-35


Simeon Knew of Christ’s Coming–by Revelation of the Holy 


	Spirit.


	B.	He Prophesied Concerning Christ’s Mission on Earth.


	C.	He Prophesied of Christ’s Suffering and Death.  Luke 2:34-35





III.	THE PRAISE OF ANNA.  Luke 2:36-38


	A.	Anna Was a Prophetess.  Luke 2:36


She Was Devoted Entirely to God’s Service and Lived in the 


	Temple.  Luke 2:37


	C.	She Gave Thanks and Praised God and Spoke Concerning Christ to


	All Who Were Expecting Him.  Luke 2:36-38























GOLDEN TEXT:  FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION.


	Luke 2:30


�
NEXT SUNDAY'S LESSON:  Luke 10:25-37


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:	Exodus 23:1-9; Deuteronomy 6:1-9;


	Nehemiah 6:1-13;


	Matthew 23:34-40; James 1:1-32





QUARTERLY THEME:  Christ the Son of Man





TOPIC:  THE GOOD SAMARITAN





INTRODUCTION:





Of all God’s creation man is the most helpless.  Born without very many instincts, and with a sinful nature.  He has many needs from cradle to the grave.  Mankind is dependent first upon God, secondly upon his fellow man.  His physical, mental and spiritual needs are endless.  God has done His part by providing for man’s every need.  Jesus Christ is the answer to the depravity of man.  The power of Jesus in the heart of man produces love, compassion, kindness and pity so that we may be able to give others what they need.  One of the greatest needs of mankind is to be loved.  God knows this and loved us by sending His only Son to prove His love for us.





He also gave Christians to one another and to all mankind to fill this important hunger by serving humbly to each one’s needs.  The Good Samaritan is an excellent example of this kind of service.





CENTRAL TRUTH:  Christians should aim for active, tangible service to others.


�GOLDEN TEXT:  SEE THAT NONE RENDER EVIL FOR EVIL UNTO ANY MAN; BUT EVER FOLLOW THAT WHICH IS GOOD, BOTH AMONG YOURSELVES, AND TO ALL MEN.	1 Thessalonians 5:15





One cannot even imagine what the world would be like if God’s eternal principle, to love Him above all things, with our whole being, and to love our neighbor as ourselves, would be practiced by everyone.  If we are wise, we will recognize and use every opportunity to serve God and our fellowman.  Not only for praise of men, but serve in lowly, menial tasks to the glory and honor of God.  This is the abundant life.

































































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF Dec. 29 - Jan. 4





M.	Serving the Lord.  Deuteronomy 10:12


T.	The Disciples Serve.  Matthew 19:16-30


W.	*The Good Samaritan.  Luke 10:25-37


T.	Mary and Martha Serve.  Luke 10:38-42


F.	The Lord Served.  John 13:1-17


S.	The Service of Brotherly Love.  Romans 12:9-31


S.	The Service of Love.  Romans 13:1-13


