QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	In what ways does the coming of Christ give hope to the world?





2.	What significance can be found in the fact that Jesus was born in a stable, of humble parents?  What if He had been born to an earthly king?





3.	Why were the shepherds apparently the only ones to receive an angelic announcement?








SUMMARY:





As we look back upon the history of mankind, from Adam to the present generation, we see a pretty gloomy picture except for one thing - the advent of Christ into the world.





The coming of Jesus, in all its aspects, and His promise to come again, is the one bright hope for all people.








NOTES:


�APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH


Bible Lesson #12


December 21, 2003	Fourth Quarter





THE BIRTH OF JESUS





_____________________________________________________________


LESSON TEXT:  Luke 2:1-20





LESSON SETTING:	In the town of Bethlehem, a few miles south of 	Jerusalem.





TIME:	Christ’s birth was of such great importance that western history is 	set by it - that is, B.C. or A.D.


_____________________________________________________________





I.	THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH.  Luke 2:1-7


	A.	God’s Providence - the Taxing (vs. 1-5)


	B.	Jesus is Born (vs. 6-7)





II.	THE ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENT.  Luke 2:8-14


	A.	The Shepherds in the Field (vs. 8)


	B.	Announcement by Angel (vs. 9-12)


	C.	The Angel’s Song (vs. 13-14)





III.	THE SHEPHERDS’ RESPONSE.  Luke 2:15-20


	A.	The Shepherds go to Bethlehem (vs. 15-16)


	B.	The Shepherds Tell the Story (vs. 17)


























GOLDEN TEXT:  AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRSTBORN SON, AND WRAPPED HIM IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND LAID HIM IN A MANGER BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR THEM IN THE INN.	Luke 2:7


�
NEXT SUNDAY'S LESSON:  Luke 2:22-38


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:  Isaiah 35:1-10; 51:1-8





QUARTERLY THEME:  Christ the Son of Man





TOPIC:  THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE





INTRODUCTION:





The prophecy concerning God’s salvation of mankind dates back to the beginning of man’s history.  Immediately after sin entered into the world, God promised to the first parents, a Redeemer.  This theme is woven through the entire Old Testament.  The prophets as well as other men of God spoke of the SALVATION for which they were looking and praying.  In reference to Old Testament saints, the Apostle Peter says, “of which salvation the prophets have enquired, and searched diligently.”  (1 Peter 1:10)





It was obviously something that the Jewish nation was kept constantly aware of, namely, that the salvation of the Lord should come at any time.  It was, however, not given to them to see the coming Redeemer.





In writing to the Hebrews, the Apostle records the mighty things accomplished by the faith of men of old, and concludes by saying “and these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise.”


(Hebrews 11:39)





CENTRAL TRUTH:  As Jesus was presented to God by His parents, so we should present our children and ourselves to God in dedication.


�GOLDEN TEXT:  FOR MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION.


	Luke 2:30





It had been revealed to Simeon that he should not die until he had seen the Lord Christ.  Thus, he lived in hope as all of us do.  He was at last blessed with the peace and contentment that comes when hope gives way to sight.  Of this peace and satisfaction, he himself testifies, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.”  What a tremendous testimony to the power of the WORD, “according to thy WORD.”  By this same POWER we are buoyed up by HOPE until we too shall see HIM.  Simeon needed to wait - have patience, until the promise was fulfilled.  Also the believers need to wait patiently - “Run with patience the race that is set before us.”  “Now abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, these three, but the greatest of these is Charity.”





















































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF December 22 - 28





M.	Future Foretold.  Isaiah 35:1-10


T.	Future Assured.  Isaiah 51:1-8


W.	Jesus Saved in Egypt.  Matthew 2:11-15


T.	*Presentation in the Temple.  Luke 2:22-38


F.	Jesus, David’s Son.  Luke 20:41-47


S.	Jesus Reminds of the Past.  Luke 24:13-24


S.	Jesus Speaks of Himself.  John 8:12-20


