QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	To what extent does God expect us to obey the part of His Word in verses 27-35?





2.	Can we also discern a person’s heart by what his mouth speaks (vs. 43-45)?  (Matthew 15:11, 18, 19)





3.	In what way does Jesus show His authority to teach?





4.	How do you build a strong Christian foundation?








SUMMARY:





Some of these things that Jesus taught may seem difficult to obey.  One might wonder if we are to really take these teachings seriously.  But after Jesus had spoken these words, He asks the question:  “Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (vs. 46)  We must remember that these things were not written for the world to obey, but for His followers, who call Him Lord.  As His followers, we are different.  Our lives must be different, not just for the sake of being different, but because Christ, our Lord and Savior, controls our lives and is our life.








NOTES:
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OBEYING THE WORD OF GOD


_____________________________________________________________


LESSON TEXT:  Luke 6:20-49





LESSON SETTING:	At the foot of the mountain where Christ prayed all 	night.





TIME:  Approximately 30 A.D.


_____________________________________________________________





I.	THE BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE.  Luke 6:20-26


	A.	Poor to Receive Kingdom of God (vs. 20) Psalm 72:12; Luke 16:22


	B.	The Hungry to be Filled (vs. 21) John 15:11; Colossians 1:9


Laughter for Those Who Weep (vs. 21) Isaiah 61:3; 


	Revelation 21:3


	D.	Reward in Heaven for the Persecuted (vs. 23) 2 Timothy 2:12;


	Revelation 20:4





II.	THE NEED FOR RIGHT ATTITUDES.  Luke 6:27-38


	A.	Those Kind to the Unthankful Shall be Children of God (vs. 35)


	B.	To Receive Mercy (vs. 36) Proverbs 11:17; Matthew 5:7


	C.	To Escape Condemnation (vs. 37) John 5:24; Romans 8:1





III.	THE DANGERS OF HYPOCRISY.  Luke 6:39-45


	A.	Self-Righteousness (vs. 41)  Proverbs 30:12


	B.	Evil Works (vs. 43-44)  John 7:7


	C.	Evil Heart (vs. 45)  Matthew 23:25; Mark 7:21





IV.	THE WISDOM OF OBEDIENCE.  Luke 6:46-49


	A.	Good Foundation of Obedient (vs. 48)  1 Corinthians 3:11;


	1 Peter 2:6


	B.	Spiritual Loss of Disobedient (vs. 49)  Jeremiah 5:25





GOLDEN TEXT:  AND AFTER THESE THINGS HE WENT FORTH, AND SAW A PUBLICAN, NAMED LEVI, SITTING AT THE RECEIPT OF CUSTOM AND HE SAID UNTO HIM, FOLLOW ME.	Luke 5:27


�
NEXT SUNDAY'S LESSON:  Luke 2:1-20


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:	Genesis 3:1-15; Isaiah 7:1-16;


	Isaiah 9:6-7; Micah 5:1-7





QUARTERLY THEME:  Christ the Son of Man





TOPIC:  THE BIRTH OF JESUS





INTRODUCTION:





The story of Jesus’ birth is no doubt the best loved and most widely spread story in the world, and well it should be.  Everyone, from the very aged down to the young child, is deeply impressed with the mixture of beauty, simplicity, and majesty.  Here is a story of an Almighty God sending His only Son into the world as a newborn babe, to live among His own creation, ultimately to give His life, in love, to save His people from their own wickedness and destruction.





It sounds like a fairy tale.  Note:  it sounds like a fairy tale; the difference is, it is true. This aspect - the TRUTH AND REALITY of the story the world has failed to recognize and accept.  It seems that many see the beauty of it, without really considering just why Jesus came and what it  means to them as individuals.





At this Christmas season, may this be the theme of the Christmas message: that Jesus came to shed His lifeblood; that those who put their trust in Him may be saved.





CENTRAL TRUTH:  The birth of Jesus gives hope to all.


�GOLDEN TEXT: AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH HER FIRSTBORN SON, AND WRAPPED HIM IN SWADDLING CLOTHES AND LAID HIM IN A MANGER BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ROOM FOR THEM IN THE INN.	Luke 2:7





There was no room in the inn.  We assume that the innkeeper did not intend any evil in turning them away.  The inn was full.  Business was just too good right then to bother with the problems of the likes of Mary and Joseph; and he didn’t know who they were anyway.





Surely, God’s blessing to the world was in no way minimized because of Jesus being born in a stable, but the innkeeper missed a great opportunity - to be host to the Son of God.





So today, those who reject Christ don’t always intend to do evil. They are simply too busy; too occupied with less important things, so Christ is rejected.  And here, too, it is not God’s plan that will suffer; but the one who rejects Christ is the one who will miss out, eternally.









































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF December 15 - 21





M.	The Savior Promised.  Genesis 3:1-17


T.	The Savior’s Kingdom Foretold.  Isaiah 11:1-10


W.	The Savior’s Birth Prophesied.  Micah 5:1-7


T.	*The Birth of Jesus.  Luke 2:1-20


F.	The Savior’s Return Prophesied.  Acts 1:1-11


S.	The Savior’s Reign Promised.  Revelation 21:15


S.	The Savior’s Resurrection Assured.  1 Corinthians 15:1-8


