QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION





1.	When reviewing David’s counsel to Solomon, what was the real meaning of it?





2.	Did David tell Solomon what was to be done with his enemies?





3.	Was it necessary that the kingdom be purged of those who had proved not so faithful?








SUMMARY:





David’s first counsel concerned Solomon’s attitude toward God.  It is perhaps much like that counsel that any Christian father would give to a son, except that in this case it was also prophetic as having come from the Lord.  David also counseled that the kingdom must be purged of the evil forces and that judgment must be meted out to the evildoers.  This really was David’s responsibility although he perhaps was not aware of some of the evil that had been done until near the time of Solomon’s coronation.





Solomon’s judgment was effective and the kingdom began its rise to peace and prosperity as God had promised David that it would do under the rule of his son.
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DAVID COUNSELS SOLOMON





_____________________________________________________________


LESSON TEXT:  1 Kings 2:1-46





LESSON SETTING:  On his deathbed, David advises the new king.





TIME:  Approximately 1015 B.C.  (26 generations before Christ)


_____________________________________________________________





I.	DAVID COUNSELS IN SPIRITUAL MATTERS.  1 Kings 2:1-4


	A.	Keep God’s Commandments (vs. 3) Matthew 19:17; 1 John 5:3;


	Revelation 14:12


	B.	Walk in Truth (vs. 4) Psalm 86:11; 2 John 4; 3 John





II.	DAVID ORDERS ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.1 Kings 2:5-9


	A.	Evil to be Judged (vs. 6, 9) Romans 12:19; Hebrews 2:2; 10:30


	B.	Gratitude to be Shown (vs. 7) 2 Samuel 9:1; Acts 28:10


	C.	Wisdom to be Used (vs. 6, 9) Proverbs 3:13,14; James 1:5





III.	SOLOMON BEGINS HIS REIGN.  1 Kings 2:10-46


	A.	The Kingdom Purified (vs. 23-25, 27, 44-46)


	B.	The Kingdom Blessed and Established (vs. 45-46)





























GOLDEN TEXT:  KNOW THOU THE LORD OF THY FATHER, AND SERVE HIM WITH A PERFECT HEART AND A WILLING MIND.


	1 Chronicles 28:9


�
NEXT SUNDAY’S LESSON:  1 Kings 3:5-15


SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES:  2 Chronicles 1:7-13; James 3:13-18





QUARTERLY THEME:  Life and Writings of Solomon





TOPIC:  SOLOMON RECEIVES WISDOM





INTRODUCTION:





Solomon loved the Lord (vs. 3).  He realized the tremendous responsibility that God had now placed upon his shoulders.  The eyes of all God’s people, Israel, were upon him.  They looked to him for leadership and for justice.





These were God’s people.  This was a great nation, chosen by God.  The problems, the tasks, and the needs were tremendous.  Solomon was well aware of his personal inadequacy (vs. 7-8).





His concern was to discern between good and bad, to do right, and to do justice among this, God’s “great people”.  His request was for an understanding heart (vs. 9)—for wisdom and knowledge (2 Chronicles 1:10)





Solomon’s choice was made in view of his responsibility or stewardship before God, and in view of his responsibility to God’s people.  Personal pleasures or wealth were not the basis for his request.





Because God was pleased, He gave Solomon far more than he asked.  Indeed, He is good, and “able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think . . .”  (Ephesians 3:20)





CENTRAL TRUTH:  Giving spiritual matters priority helps men to choose wisely and prepares the way for God’s blessing and favor.


�GOLDEN TEXT: SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE ADDED UNTO YOU.	Matthew 6:33





God desires not that we seek first after our own selfish advantage, or personal pleasures, riches, honor, and popularity, not even the basic physical necessities:  food and clothing.  (Matthew 6:25-33)





First things first: what is more important than entering into the kingdom of God?   See this first!  And “except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  (John 3:5)





And before anything else, seek “His righteousness,” they who “hunger and thirst after righteousness... shall be filled.”  (Matthew 5:6)  “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 14:17)  Solomon, in his request for wisdom, sought after “His righteousness.”





“These things”—food, drink and clothing—“shall be added unto you.”  Truly, “Blessed is the man, . . . whose hope the Lord is.”  (Jeremiah 17:7)
































DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF July 21 - 27





M.	Importance of a Wise Choice.  Deuteronomy 30:11-20


T.	The Necessity of Choice.  Joshua 24:1-15


W.	*Solomon’s Request.  1 Kings 3:1-9


T.	*God’s Response.  1 Kings 3:10-15


F.	The Dangers of Wrong Choice.  Proverbs 1:24-33


S.	The Promise of Wisdom.  James 1:5-11


S.	Demonstrating Wisdom.  Daniel 1:8-20


